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TO THE READER. 


Tue Vatrey Farmen having now arrived at the respectable age of four years 
may be allowed to speak in wisdom; and as the number of its readers has been con- 
tinually increasing since its eommencement, until it now numbers a very respectable 
company, it is fair to presume that it holds a respectable position in the feelings of 
the farmers of the West. We need not tell what scenes of discouragement and 
trial we have passed through in the past four years; suffice it that they are passed 
and now a future, rich in hope and promise awaits us. Let us take a view of whct 
has been accomplished in the past fow years and what is to be done in the future. 
Our paper is the farmers’ paper. It is indentified with them in all their prospects 
and plans of improvement, and prebably no better index can be found ef the state of 
improvement among any agricultural community than the support and encouragement 
that are given to its agricultural publications. Accordingly we have seen that in 
those counties where the most attention is paid to improvement—where societies 


‘\ have been organize! and fairs held, our circulation has augmented much faster than 


in those counties where but little is said or thought on the subject. 

Four years ago, there was not a single agricultural society in either of the States 
of Missouri or Iowa, and possibly not one in Illinois. Now there are flourishing so- 
cieties formed in many of the counties—some of whom held successful fairs last 
season, and others are making arrangements to do so next season. The subject of 


State Societies is being agitated in all these States, and a general opinion seems to 


prevail that it is now time to throw off our stupor and take our position in the front 
ranks of the army of progress. We must not rest satisfied with small attainments. 
A State Society, exerting an influence in every county in the State, must be organ- 
ized in every State in the Great Valley. These societies must be aided by legisla- 
tive appropriations, and we must not cease to knock at the doors of our Legislatures 
until we obtain something near the allowance we need and to which we are mos 
justly entitled. An efficient county society must be organized in every eounty 
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holding its annual county fair, and contributing its portion towards the great Anyu- 
av State Farr, the great autumnal gathering of the Farmers and Mechanics of the 
State. Agricultural schools must be instituted in every county, and in each State a 
great central University must be established, where our sons may acquire every 
branch of practical knowledge pertaining to every industrial pursuit ; and then our 
work will be but partially begun. Onward and upward must be our course, making 
the wilderness, literally to blossom like the rose, and all our wide spread prairies and 
fertile bottoms to become like cultivated gardens ; and all our people to be men and 
women of intelligence, virtue, and enterprise. 

The Editor of this publication hopes to bear a humble part in this great work ; and 
he presents it tothe public as a medium through which the public mind may be 
reached, and public sentiment illuminated. We feel excessively grateful for the 
commendations bestowed upon our previous efforts, and shall endeavor to merit 2 
continuance of the confidence and support of the community. 





